with symptoms of syphilis (serum reaction positive) and eight children without symptoms (serum reaction negative). Eight cases of secondary syphilis were examined, and a positive result both in mother and child obtained in T. Of 9 cases of latent syphilis all gave a positive reaction; in six of the children a positive reaction was obtained, in two a partial reaction.
If it can be established that congenital syphilis is a frequent cause of idiocy it is reasonable to hope that very great success will follow the application of therapeutic and prophylactic measures.
We now possess in the Wassermann reaction a means of diagnosis which enables us to detect syphilis in cases in which it cannot be recognized by any other method. Wassermann has suggested that the serum test should be applied to every woman who is admitted to a lying-in hospital. When we consider the numerous cases in which syphilis is quite unsuspected we must admit the value of his' suggestion. If a positive reaction was obtained, treatment of the mother would be commenced at once, and treatment of the child might begin from the earliest possible time after its birth. It can hardly be doubted that benefit would follow from the wholesale adoption of such measures.
Mr. JOHN H. DAUBER: I should like first to refer shortly to Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson's suggestion that Shakespeare was himself the subject of syphilis, because no previous speaker has touched on this subject, although few of us, I hope, will accept Mr. Hutchinson's view. The evidence he adduces is so slender as not to warrant, in my opinion, such a suggestion. That Shakespeare paints with a master hand a picture of syphilis signifies nothing, because in other plays he has depicted with equal force and accuracy certain mental diseasese.g., Melancholia in " Hamlet," Senile Dementia in "King Lear," Monomania in " Macbeth," as Dr. Foster Palmer has so ably pointed out in his interesting monographs on these plays. Shakespeare did not himself suffer from all the vices or diseases he portrays. As to Sir William Davenant being the illegitimate son of Shakespeare, rumour is not proof. Many a man lays claim to a parentage he has no right to. As a general rule men do not stand as godfathers to their illegitimate children; they keep in the background. "King Lear " was a late play certainly, but the character of Cordelia was penned by no misogynist. The women of the late plays come out strong for good or evil. It has been said that specialists see their specialism in everything and eoverybody. It has been left to Mr. Hutchinson to see even in Shakespeare himself a case of his own speciality. This afternoon has been set aside for the discussion of " Syphilis in its Relation to Public Health." I am venturing to speak in the hope of inducing the Society to share my view, or rather my strong conviction, that owing to the recent discoveries in the field of syphilis the time has arrived when we, as a profession, should once again take action, and ask the Legislature to assist us in our campaign against syphilis, by placing infected persons under some sort of direction, restraint and tutelage, in order to check the spread of the disease. Several of the previous speakers have expressed a similar opinion that, if we are to deal successfully with syphilis in the future, our hope lies more in the efficacy of preventive than curative measures. You will remember the following lines in Southey's poem on the " Battle of Blenheim It would be a great pity, in my opinion, if this discussion, now drawing to a close, should be, like the battle of Blenheim, barren of practical results instead of being converted into useful action. I venture to suggest that if our profession is content to employ its energies solely in the cure of individual cases, instead of adopting a strong line having for its objective nothing less than the prevention of the spread, of syphilis and the eventual stamiping out of the disease, it will make the greatest mistake and will not be doing justice either to. itself or to the public.
In malarious countries medical men are no longer satisfied with treating individual cases of malaria; their main object is prevention, not, cure, they try to get to the source of the disease, by rendering it as difficult as possible for the Anopheles to multiply by destroying its breeding places. In England syphilitic prostitutes wander free and unfettered. If we allow the seed of syphilis to be sown broadcast we must expect a plentiful crop of syphilitic disease.
The opinion is often expressed ainongst the laity that the medical profession keeps its knowledge too much to itself and that it should instruct the public more than it does at present. It seems to me it is our bounden duty now to speak out boldly and insist that the public linow the truth about this question. Then the responsibility will rest with them; at present it rests with us if we do not enlighten them. We can try to get public opinion on our side by saying to them: Here is a disease conveyed from one to another through any contact infection by a definite micro-organism, highly contagious when introduced by any means into the blood, lymphatics, or tissues. With the exception of cancer it is the most dreaded disease under the sun, and in one respect it is worse than cancer, being transmitted direct from parent to offspring. It is a disease often most difficult to eradicate from the system when once acquired, sometimes needing years of prolonged and careful treatment. Elaborate laboratory tests are necessary at frequent intervals to determine whether the patient is cured. It is productive of the most widespread mischief when well established, sometimes never leaving the patient till it kills him after years of misery. In its later phases, when the nervous system is attacked, it is practically incurable. It often predisposes to cancer, but on the other hand it is, unlike cancer, a preventable disease.
In this country the Legislature generally moves in response to public opinion. Men will deliver themselves from any tyranny when they have learnt to hate it sufficiently. We must teach them so to hate the tyranny of syphilis that they will rid the country of it. Our forefathers in the Middle Ages stamped out leprosy. Future generations of men would for ever bless us if in our time we could succeed in stamping out syphilis. When men are in earnest most things are possible. Within the last few years we have ourselves seen that wise legislation has completely exterminated hydrophobia. The medical profession, unaided by the Legislature, could never have accomplished even this result. The State lends its assistance to us in the treatment of many diseases. The acutely infectious diseases come under its control. The treatment of insanity is regulated by the State, and it is now the earnest conviction of many that the State should assume some control over patients suffering from syphilis. Quite recently the Legislature has seen the importance of dealing with tuberculosis, and has made it compulsorily notifiable. It is a punishable offence now to expectorate promiscuously in public places-an action only, under certain circumstances, of danger to the public-and it is most noticeable how this objectionable habit has diminished everywhere as the result more of direction than compulsion. Yet syphilitic men or women may disseminate syphilis without the slightest check being placed by law upon their action. Germany has already taken a strong line in this direction of prevention. Persons may not marry in that country within ten years of acquiring syphilis, and within the next twelve months a law will come into force making it a criminal offence under heavy penalties for a syphilitic man or woman to knowingly infect a healthy person, The Boyal Society of Medicine while in the German army and navy, as is well known to all of us,. complete and ample instruction as to the prevention of venereal disease is systematically given, and every means taken by the authorities to. arrest or limit its spread. In this country, at the present moment, there is an entire absence of all legislation on the subject, and our powers as medical men are therefore exceedingly limited. We can onlydeal with those individual cases which come before our notice. We can do nothing unless aided by the Legislature to check the. spread of the disease.
At my hospital (the Hospital for Women, Soho Square) most of the cases of venereal disease that come before me are those of innocent. women who have been infected by their husbands. These women, in my opinion, need some protection. When a woman marries she isaware that she runs certain risks at childbirth and during and after pregnancy, but it is not part of her bargain to run the risk of being infected by venereal disease. It may wreck her life or produce life-longdisability. This should not be asked of her.
If syphilis were to become a notifiable disease some restraint could be placed upon the actions of syphilitic patients under legal penalties. It ought to be a felony for a person knowing him or herself to be syphilitic and capable of -infecting another, to communicate the disease to an innocent person. It is a common saying that health is superior to wealth, but how different are the laws for the protection of health to those for the protection of property! "Salus populi suprema lex" was the old Roman maxim. May it in time become ours; it is not now. Syphilis might be banished altogether if the country were once convinced that it was an unnecessary scourge. If it determined to exterminate it, it could do so-"With caution judge of possibility: Things thought unlikely, e'en impossible Experience often shows us to be true."
Are we as a profession to be satisfied with our present limited powers ? This is the question, to my mind, before us. At present we are somewhat like firemen called in to extinguish a conflagration, which as fast as we put it out in one direction is being continually rekindled by others in another, so that but little progress is made and the flames continue to spread. In my opinion we should apply to the Legislature to stop these incendiaries over whom at present we have no control, otherwise our work is almost useless. It seems to me that the medical profession will resemble Nero, who fiddled while lRome was burning, 10 if it contents itself with merely discussing the dosage of salvarsan, or the merits of a special hypodermic mercurial cream, while refusing to touch the great question of the prevention of the spread of the disease.
If the public dislike the words " venereal," " syphilitic," and so on, let us rechristen the disease altogether and start afresh. Are our hands to be tied in dealing with this disease because it usually first attacks -the generative organs ? The continuity of the race depends upon the integrity of these organs and they exercise an all-powerful influence over our lives. Certain sections of the community regard illicit sexual intercourse with more bitter hatred than they do many actual crimes and felonies. The puritanical party have such a horror of any sort of " Contagious Diseases Act," which they persist in considering as equivalent to the " State regulation of vice," that they would apparently rather see the innocent punished with the guilty than that the guilty should go unpunished. They consider that venereal disease is the appropriate punishment for sexual vice, that it is a great check upon sexual immorality, and that it would be the greatest mistake to remove it. The idea that illicit sexual coitus should be indulged in with impunity is repugnant to these people as contravening their own self-made ideas of justice. It is not uncommon for frail human beings to attempt to father upon Providence their own crude notions of morality, justice, and punishment, but if we are to arrogate to ourselves an intuitive knowledge -of Divine ordinances, all scientific and social progress is impossible.
We may just as well fold our hands and cease to endeavour to ameliorate the conditions of life. It is not by these methods that malaria, the plague, yellow fever, and other fell diseases have been combated. If we can induce these people to abandon all preconceived ideas and preformed judgments and look at this matter in an unbiased, practical and scientific manner, as if this world and our happiness in it were the " be-all and end-all" of all human activities, then we may perhaps convince them -that their attitude is anti-social and detrimental to the common health.
The old Contagious Diseases Act failed because it dealt with one sex -only. Too much power was given to the police, there was perhaps some petty tyranny, the Act fell into bad odour, and in London at least the results were felt to be disappointing; but that the Act was of great public utility in many of our seaport towns and abroad few will deny, and its repeal was strongly opposed by all who had seen its beneficial effects amongst our soldiers and sailors.
Most of us know the conditions that prevail abroad. Take Brussels, for example. Habitual prostitutes are compelled to become 6cartees; they have a police licence which they must produce on demaJnd to a police officer. This card shows when-they were last medically examined, if they are healthy, and the district to which they must confine them--selves. But as only the regular prostitutes are certified, and the disease is not notifiable, and the male sex is exempt from compulsory inspection, it is doubtful if Brussels is freer from syphilis than London. I would urge that infected men must be under compulsory medical treatment, as well as infected women. Neither sex should have preference or privilege. The Suffragettes might see to this. Both -sexes whilst infective must submit to preventive treatment.
The first step we can take is to demand that syphilis shall no longer be exempt from the action of the Infectious Diseases Notification Act. I fail to see why the disease should receive preferential treatment and .especial favour. But we must, as a profession, be unanimous in our demand. It will avail nothing if we approach the Legislature with divided counsels. A resolution that syphilis should become a notifiable disease was passed unanimously at the beginning of last year by one of the local medical societies in the south-west of London. A short while ago I was invited to attend a meeting of the Society of Medical Officers of Health for the Metropolis, and the opinion prevailed there that to deal effectively with the prevention of syphilis some form of notification must come into force. In the Westnlinster Division of the British Medical Association this subject has been under discussion by the 'Council, but owing to pressure of work in connexion with the National Insurance Act it has been temporarily postponed, but Dr. Allan, ex-President of the Division and Medical Officer of Health, induced the Westminster City Council to apply last year to the Local Government Board for permission to supply the Wassermann reaction gratuitously to all medical men in the district applying for it. To this request the Local Government has not yet replied. I instance these facts to show -that there is considerable activity already in this direction. Major French, R.A.M.C., spoke to the Royal Society of Medicine last month of the incalculable benefits conferred upon our Forces in India by the Cantonment Act of 1897, and of the success in the control of syphilis in Egypt and Malta by disciplinary enactments. Parenthetically let me -say that I should like to see the convincing paper he then read to the Society in the hands of every adult man and woman in the country.
There is already a large body of medical opinion in favour of notifi-,cation. "M\Iany strokes, tho' with a little axe, Hew down and fell the hardest timbered oak."
We may overcome prejudice and self-complacency if we are persevering enough. I would suggest, if notification were made compulsory, some such procedure as the following: After notification to the medical officer of health the latter would send notice to the patient as to the steps he (or she) must take to avoid infecting others and to get rid of the disease himself. The patient would be told he must carry out the prescribed medical directions, otherwise he would be liable to penalties; and in the case of a prostitute she would be removed and detained. If a husband or wife had acquired syphilis, it would be the duty of the medical officer of health to warn the infected party that if he or she communicated the disease to the other such action would be punishable; it might even be advisable to warn the uninfected party sob that coitus with an infected person might be avoided. It is obviously most important that child-bearing women should not be infected.. Cards showing attendance at the hands of a medical man or hospital would have to be produced, and only in the case of obstinacy and blank refusal to carry out medical directions would a police suminons be issued, and even then there need be no publicity. Few people resent genuine attempts to benefit them, and medical men could do more byexplanation and sympathy than officialism by coercion. It is to be remembered that even a prostitute does not like syphilis, any more than a sailor likes shipwreck. Both are risks incidental to their respective callings.
Major Harrison, R.A.M.C., who has had much experience in the working of the Cantonmiient Code in India, is insistent upon the fact that this matter of the control and direction of prostitutes must be in the hands of tactful medical officers, rather than of the police. Coercion would be kept in the background as a last resort. Persuasion and; argument would be our chief weapons. If sexual immorality there must be, let it at least be a clean immorality, untainted by foul disease which will fall as often as not upon the innocent. Syphilis is already notifiable in Sweden, a country ever in the van of human endeavour and enlightenment, and at the present time notification is on its trial in some parts of Australia. In New York some tentative steps in the same direction are in contemplation, if not already in effect. Is it not right that we in this country should bestir ourselves also? Selfcomplacency is our besetting sin. Above all things, we hate to have our comfort disturbed. Inaction is always easier than action. But forsome of us it is not enough to be told that the difficulties in the way of notification of this disease are insuperable. There are some men, and ;alas, too many, who can always see " lions in the path," who almost go out of their way to look for them. The same objections were raised before the passing of the present Infectious Diseases Notification Act. It was declared that "people would never stand it," and much more was said to the same effect. But if the country is convinced that the existence of syphilis is detrimental in the highest degree to its health and happiness it will submit to some discipline and control in the treatment of this disease as of others.
The exact method of procedure following upon the notification of a ,case of syphilis to the medical officer of health or other approved medical authority would be a subject for future consideration, and much could be learnt from countries where notification is already in force and from our own inilitary medical men in India, Malta and Egypt.
Let us call to mind the fact that little more that 400 years ago syphilis was unknown in England. It is relatively a recent scourge. At present it is rather the fashion to celebrate centenaries. We must see to it that syphilis does not celebrate another centenary in this country.
If we can but induce the Legislature to make the disease notifiable we shall, I think, have driven the first nail into the coffin of syphilis.
Dr. J. P. CANDLER: In connexion with the present discussion on syphilis, I wish to put before this meeting the results of our experience of the Wassermann test on the blood and cerebrospinal fluid of cases of general paralysis of the insane and to offer some remarks on the value of the test with regard to general paralysis and syphilis. The work has been carried out in the Pathological Laboratory of the London County Asylums in collaboration with Mr. Mann, Dr. Mott's chemical assistant, and as Dr. Mott mentioned on the first day of the discussion (p. 83), we have had the opportunity of examining the cerebrospinal fluid of a large number of cases by this test. Already over 100 of these cases have died, and the result of the Wassermann reaction has been confirmed by autopsy, and microscopical investigation when necessary, in 97 per cent.
Our percentage of positive reactions in general paralysis agrees very closely with those obtained by others whose findings have been generally accepted as correct.
EXAMINATION OF THE BLOOD SERUM IN GENERAL PARALYSIS.
We have lately directed our attention to the examination of the blood serum, as well as the cerebrospinal fluid of cases of general paralysis. We have done so because the serum reaction is of great
